[Bacteremia and sepsis as sequelae of suction biopsy of the rectal mucosa].
A neonate developing E. coli septicaemia following a rectal suction biopsy is presented. To determine the incidence of transient bacteraemia following this procedure, a prospective study was performed. In nine children aerobic and anaerobic blood cultures were taken before and 5, 10, 15 and 20 minutes after the beginning of the investigation. Transient bacteraemia was demonstrated in two patients by growth of E. coli, Strept. faecalis and Bact. fragilis. In two others growth of Staph. aureus was thought to be due to contamination. In five patients all cultures were sterile. None of the children developed symptoms of septicaemia. Antibiotic prophylaxis is discussed and recommended.